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From the Desk of the Superintendent
By Dr. Aaron Plas
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School Cancellation Information

In the event of a school closing, Lakeview Community Schools will communicate in numerous
ways. Information can be found:
     · Watching WOWT, KMTV, KETV,KOLN/KGIN or listening to local radio including KLIR
     · On my twitter account - @aaronplasLCS
     · Through our messaging system on PowerSchool
          o Please call the district office to ensure you have ‘opted-in’ to the Bright Arrow system.
          o This will send you text messages, emails, and call your phone.
          o Please ensure you have your current phone number(s) on file at the school to guarantee 
you receive all communication.

Making decisions regarding snow days is never fun or easy. If you don’t believe me, spend some
time watching all of the names superintendents get called on social media during a storm.
These tough decisions will inevitably make some mad because they think we should be called
off while others can’t believe how ‘soft’ schools have become with their decisions. I can promise
we will do the best we can with the information and resources we have at the time. Please
remember, you can keep your child(ren) home on days that we have school but you think we
shouldn’t. 

We have one of the most unique set-ups of any school district in the state of Nebraska. First, our
district covers an incredible amount of land. We can have one section of the district completely
covered in snow while the other only gets a dusting. This creates tough scenarios as we try to do
what is best for our students. This HAS OFTEN resulted in Lakeview not having school while
Columbus Public and Columbus Scotus are in session. In addition, Mid-States School Bus Inc.
has the ability to plug in their buses at night which keeps them from freezing during those cold
winter nights and early mornings. With that said, we will not often call school due to ‘cold days’
like many districts are forced into because their buses won’t start. Again, if you think we
shouldn’t have school on a ‘cold day’ where other districts have shut down, please feel free to
keep your child(ren) at home.

If we have a tough winter with several cancellations, we may be forced to make up some
student days throughout the year or on May 19th, May 22nd, May 23rd, and so on. We are hoping
to end school as scheduled but we are restricted by state mandates on the number of
instructional hours we must provide to our students. Any changes to the school calendar will be
communicated early and often!

We take the safety of our students and staff very seriously. We will make what we feel is the best
decision for the school district as a whole during these difficult scenarios. Please feel free to
contact me with any questions, comments, or concerns. Go Vikings!



In & Around Lakeview Jr/Sr High

All 9-12 Lakeview students are invited
to attend the Snowball Winter Formal.
The dance will be held Sat, Jan 7th,
2023 from 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm in the
LHS West Gym. Admission will be $5
per person paid at the door that
evening. All Lakeview patrons are
invited to attend the crowning of our
Snow Ball royalty at 7:30 pm that
evening in the West gym. As the senior
class is hosting the event, all members
of the Class of 2023 are reminded that
we will clean up immediately after the
dance that evening—cleanup will be
done by 10:30 pm. Mark your calendars
to ring in the New Year at the Snowball
Winter Formal on January 7, 2023!
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DANCE
Saturday, January 7th 2023 at 7:00 PM



In & Around Lakeview Jr/Sr High

Page 4

Senior Pictures Due Now! Last
Chance

CD or email the image to be
used
(kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org)
JPG Format
Minimum 200 DPI
Cropped vertically
No special effects (soft focus,
b/w, sepia, etc...)
Submission due by January 31,
2023

It’s time to submit senior pictures for
this year’s yearbook! Please submit
headshots to Mrs. Schatz at
kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org.
Specifications for submission are
below. If we do not receive a picture
for your senior student by January 31,
we will use the headshot taken for
school pictures. These pictures will
be used for the yearbook, for the
senior slide show, and for the
Columbus Telegram.

Senior Photo Submission
Requirements:

**Note** Headshots are required for
the Telegram. If you wish to use a
different photo for the yearbook, you
may, but the above requirements still
apply. If you are sending 2 different
pictures, please specify where each
picture is to be used. 

Senior Ads for your Special
Senior - Last Chance!

Attention Parents of Seniors!!
Graduating from high school is such
a wonderful milestone in your child’s
life. We would like to offer the
opportunity for you to mark this
occasion by ordering a senior
advertisement in the yearbook.
These “ads” will contain your child’s
senior picture already submitted and
a baby picture if that was also
submitted. You can then personalize
the ad by writing a note to your child.
Past notes have been ones of
encouragement and love. The limit is
150 words. You can submit these ads
to kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org. The
cost is $50 per ad. Please make
payment to Lakeview High School
with senior ad marked in the memo.
All ads and payment must be
submitted by January 31. We only
have 2 spots available, so get your
senior ad today!

mailto:kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org
mailto:kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org
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Viking Way Student of the Month

Congratulations to Cherish
Moore for being selected as a
Viking Way Student of the Month
for November! Cherish is
dedicated to her learning, she is
respectful, responsible, and
caring toward others. Awesome
job Cherish!

Congratulations to Grace Dawson
for being selected as the Viking
Way Student of the Month for
November! Grace is a great student
who strives to do her best in her
academics. She is planned,
prepared, and responsible! Great
job Grace!

Cherish Moore

Grace Dawson
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In & Around Shell Creek

During the month of December, our stockings
were hung, and the second graders spent the
last few weeks before Christmas break studying
our Holidays Around the World unit. We
virtually visited countries like England, Italy,
France, Sweden, Germany, Mexico, and many
more. During our discussions, we learned about
the weather, the flags, and different holiday
traditions in those countries. We made crafts
that represent each country that we visited;
stockings that are a United States and England
tradition, a yule log which is a French tradition,
a Brazilian tinsel tail bird, and others. We
listened to and sang various Christmas Carols
from around the world as well. Our favorite part
was learning how to say Merry Christmas in
different languages! 
Buon Natale, Feliz Navidad, Merry Christmas
from second grade!
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Holidays Around the World
By: Mrs. Wilcynski - 2nd Grade



Gingerbread Fun!

The kindergarten gingerbread unit at Shell
Creek is a favorite of the students and the
teachers! We read books such as “The
Gingerbread Girl,” “The Gingerbread Boy,” “The
Gingerbread Man” and “Gingerbread Friends.”
We focus on the different characters, settings
and have fun learning about the different
surprise endings to each book. One of their
favorite kindergarten memories is the day we
bake our own Gingerbread Man! Luckily, ours is
safe inside the oven and does not escape
around the school.

In & Around Shell Creek

Page 10

By: Mrs. Wilke

1st Grade Happenings
By: Mrs.Bender

We have been busy in the 1st grade! We have been
learning so much but have also had a ton of fun! 

In math, we have been learning about the different
coins, such as the penny and dime. We also have
been learning how to tell time, adding numbers, and
all about even and odd numbers. In reading we have
been learning words with short vowel sounds and
this week we have been learning about the long a
vowel sound. We can read a lot of words now! In
social studies we have been learning about maps and
science we have been learning about animals. 

In September, we were able to go to Poppy’s
Pumpkin Patch, and in December we have a
Christmas concert! So many things to look forward to!



Counseling News

Listening
Personal Safety
Making and Keeping Friends
Waiting
Zones of Regulation

Being part of a community
Identifying feelings
Zones of Regulation
Growth Mindset

Focusing attention and listening
Positive self-talk
Assertive communication
Feeling confident
Respecting differences

Ignoring distractions
Assertive communication
Understanding different perspectives
Empathy
Making Friends

Empathy
Assertive communication
Respecting differences 
Understanding complex Feelings
Perspectives

Empathy and respect
Assertive communication
Predicting feelings
Accepting differences
Disagreeing respectfully

Leadership 
Empathy
Assertive communication
Problem Solving

It has been a great 1st Semester!  

Classroom Guidance Topics for First Semester:

Kindergarten

1st Grade

2nd Grade

3rd Grade

4th Grade

5th Grade

6th Grade

In & Around Shell Creek
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By: Mrs. Hellbusch
Kids on the Block Visit
The Kids on the Block visited our Kindergarten
and 1st Grade students. They delivered a
message of acceptance of the learning needs
of others and being an empathic friend! 

Cookies with Cops
We were honored to have such a great
presence from the Platte County Sheriff
Department! The officers were able to
distribute cookies to the students and answer
all of their questions. Some of our 6th Grade
students even invited the officers for a game
in the gym! It was enjoyed by all! 



In & Around Platte Center

Platte Center Elementary held its
Veterans Day Program on
November 10th. Mrs. Katie Loseke
was our guest speaker and talked
about the sacrifices our Military
personnel have to make to serve
our country. She talked about
how heroes are not just fictional
characters, and how our Veterans
would not be able to make the
sacrifices they do without the
support of their families and
friends. 
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In & Around Platte Center
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The Pipe Puppy and Traveling
Pineapple class winner for
November was the 5th grade
class. They had the best dance
moves to win the “Dance Off” to
become the winners!

Platte Center students with
November birthdays were
recognized at our monthly
Birthday Assembly. 



In & Around Platte Center
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It’s the most WONDERFUL time of
the year! Christmas cheer was in the
air at the Platte Center School as the
1st grade and Kindergarten students
enjoyed lunch and making
Gingerbread houses with their
Grandparents. A full house of 58
grandparents enjoyed a delicious
lunch and then turned their
attention to making gingerbread
houses. Some amazing and creative
gingerbread houses and many
memories were made by all.

Gingerbread &
Grandpartent
By: Mrs. Jarecki - Kindergarten

A full house of 58 grandparents
enjoyed a delicious lunch and then
turned their attention to making
gingerbread houses. Some
amazing and creative gingerbread
houses and many memories were
made by all.



 

Platte Center Awards

Kindergarten student, Oaklyn
Sprunk, and Second-grade
student, Emmitt Podliska,
showed great character and
mindset and did great in their
academics to receive the Viking
Way award for November. 

Viking Way Students
of the Month
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School Mission
Challenge Winner

Serenity Ellis was the
November School Mission
Challenge winner. She knew
all the components to the
School Mission and was able
to recite them all from
memory. She chose to do the
hammer for Character.



In & Around Christ Lutheran School
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December brought the start of practicing for
the Christmas Program. This year’s program was
entitled “Journey to Bethlehem” complete with
shepherds, angels, donkeys, and of course, baby
Jesus. All students in Kindergarten-7th Grade
had speaking parts. Mrs. Cassandra Splittgerber
directed the program while Jill Goedeken
served as the piano accompanist. 

The Preschoolers learned all about Advent and
Christmas during December. One of their
favorite things was when the Big Room kids
came in and read to them. Eden, the Comfort
Dog, also visited this month. They loved to listen
to her caregivers read to them as they snuggled
with Eden. Another fun activity was practicing
their handwriting skills in Christmas sprinkles.

The 1st and 2nd Graders had lots of fun making
“reindeer food” to sell in the Christ Lutheran
School Christmas catalog. Special ornaments for
their classroom tree were made out of popsicle
sticks. They also enjoyed counting down to
Christmas with their Advent calendar. 



The 5-7th Graders have been busy this 2nd
Quarter. They created their own businesses for a
Market Day. Through this project, students
learned marketing skills, money skills, and
communication skills. Each student came up
with an idea, made it, and sold their product on
Market Day which was held on Dec. 15. They
enjoyed spending time with the Preschoolers.
In December, they read Christmas books to
them. They look forward to doing Art projects
and playing games with them in the upcoming
months.

As the second semester begins, we pray God’s
blessings to everyone for a Happy New Year!

In & Around Christ Lutheran School
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The 3rd and 4th Graders read the novel “Molly’s
Pilgrim.” After finishing, they each got to create
their own pilgrim doll. They also did a unit
study on the book “On Christmas Eve.”In
Religion they studied the symbolism of the
Advent wreath. In honor of Jesus’ birth, they
painted an image of The Madonna in Art class. 



In & Around St. John's School
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St. John’s students enjoyed
preparing for Christmas during
December. Multiple-grade student
groups used their creativity and
effort to decorate doors with a festive
theme. They really caught the
joyfulness of the season! Doors were
judged and a winner was named -
the Little Room door. 

Students also did some cookie
decorating for our Christmas cookie
sale, which went to support our
missionary family in Romania. We
sold out, and raised over $500 for this
mission.



In & Around St. John's School

Food Donations were collected for
the Columbus Rescue Mission. A
“Reverse Advent Calendar” helped
us by naming a special item to
bring each day of December. Our
Middle Room students had the
biggest box of items. 
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Each week our students
concentrate on a virtue of the
week, and then we recognize
students who demonstrated that
virtue. Some of the virtues we have
practice are: caring, faithfulness,
generosity, obedience and
joyfulness. As we finished out the
first semester, we feel absolutely
blessed to have such a school full of
these special traits!

In January we will be celebrating
Lutheran Schools Week (January
26th – 30th), and are now planning
our celebration activities for that
week. 

Our students combined with the
St. John’s Sunday School students
from our church to prepare and
present a Christmas Eve program.
We had over 103 children
participate with the theme of bells.
They presented Christmas songs,
and a special message that shared
the true meaning of Christmas.



Lakeview Education Foundation

Mission Statement: Inspire investment in scholarships, innovative programs and facilities that
enhance the educational experience and opportunities for students & faculty of Lakeview 

Community Schools.

The “Year of 2022” is quickly coming to a close! As we reflect on the opportunities, we each took to
support Lakeview Community Schools or to do so through Lakeview Education Foundation (LEF), they
were amazing.

One fun opportunity to support LEF was through the 6th Annual Richard “Dick” Kamm 
Memorial Golf Tournament. With 144 players golfing on a perfect August afternoon enjoying 
food and drink on the course along with the enjoyment of each other while knowing you were 
supporting a great cause. Participating as a Philanthropist and showing your generosity is so 
appreciated as you give of your time, talent, and treasures. After all, Philanthropy is simply “love 
of humanity.” 
You can do so in many ways:

     1. Give Online at – https://www.lakeview.esu7.org/domain/28 
     2. Give to Lakeview Education Foundation Fund Quasi-Endowment Account – thru 
         Nebraska Community Foundation – nebcommfound.org/give/lakeview-education-
         foundation-fund/
     3. Use your Checkbook – the most common and easiest form of philanthropy
     4. Estate Planning, death gift, gift annuity or gift assent plan to LEF
     5. Purchase an Annual Membership Card - $50. Every bit helps.
     6. Donate to support a Scholarship in the name of a Loved One or cause

 
One Scholarship has been recently created by alumni/individuals to LEF:
       1. $1,000 Scholarship donated/sponsored by the Lakeview High School Class of ‘72 

The Lakeview Education Foundation (LEF) is a non-profit organization dedicated to generating 
funds managed by the Board of Directors. The gifted funds enable LEF to award scholarships 
annually to Lakeview’s graduating seniors, provide annual teacher grants and distribute funds for
special projects that may arise for the benefit of Lakeview Community Schools students. 

Supervised by a Board of Directors, the foundation is incorporated under the Laws of the State of
Nebraska. The LEF Board of Directors are Ann Cattau, Aaron Chochon, Brad Luchsinger, 
Chad Anderson, Dan Luedtke, Mary Ann Schreiber, Jake Jarecki, Jamie Meyer, Dr. Aaron Plas, 
Jaci Tessendorf, Janet Jaixen, and Clete Pillen.

The Lakeview Education Foundation thanks you for your support and consideration when
including the foundation in your estate plan.

“An investment in the Lakeview Education Foundation is an investment in our
School, our Students, our Future”

https://www.lakeview.esu7.org/domain/28
https://www.lakeview.esu7.org/domain/28


Senior & Junior Parents- Post Prom Information 

Junior and Senior Parents, and ANYONE interested in helping:

Patron Name(s) 

_________________________________________________________________________________

 Parent Involvement is what makes Post Prom a success! If you plan on working at Post Prom, we ask
that you serve on a committee or help with fundraisers. We realize everyone is BUSY, but hopefully you
can look at your schedule and find some time to volunteer.

At Lakeview High School

Parent Donation! Get your coupon below!

THANK YOU from the Post Prom Steering Committee:

 Melany Greenwall, Jody Helms, Annette Barcel

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Junior –Senior Parent Donation

For Lakeview High School Post Prom

April 22, 2023

Please consider donating to Post Prom with a monetary gift of at least $25.00. We are asking all Junior
and Senior parents, grandparents or willing patrons to donate. Your donation will be used to purchase
food and gifts for Post Prom for all junior and senior students in attendance. Please drop your
contribution in the mail to: Lakeview Community Schools, Attn: Post Prom Committee, 3744 83rd Street,
Columbus NE 68601. For your convenience we are accepting cash, check or venmo donations. Venmo
donations to @Tammy-Osten

I am willing to donate $________ towards the 2023 Lakeview Post Prom and help my child to have a
safe and fun event to attend following the Jr.- Sr. Prom on April 22nd, 2023.

ATTENTION:

Next meeting January 11th - 6:30 pm



Lakeview Softball Skills Camps
Who:

2:00-3:00 - Beginners (10U and younger)
3:00-4:00 Moderate/Advanced (12U and older)

 
What:

Working on fundamental development and drills to help advance your skills in the 
areas of hitting and pitching

 
When:

Where:
Lakeview East or West gym/Shell Creek Gym

 
How Much:

$10/session attended
 

Follow this link or go to bit.ly/SBClinics to registerfor any or all sessions. You can
come to as many or as few as you wish, there is no obligation with this form, just
a way to gather communication information. Please contact Coach Reinhart with

any questions you may have: jreinhart@lakeview.esu7.org

Saturday, January 7 -Pitching(must bring your owncatcher)
Saturday, January 21 -Hitting(bring helmet and batif you have one)

Saturday, February 4 -Pitching(must bring your owncatcher)
Saturday, February 18 -Hitting(bring helmet andbat if you have one)

Saturday, March 4 -Pitching(must bring your owncatcher)
Saturday, March 18 -Hitting(bring helmet and batif you have one)

 
Saturday, April 29 - ALL SKILLS CLINIC - more information to follow









Lakeview High School Counselor Update

December 2022

Second Semester Schedules:

Rambour.

English................................................................ 40 credits 
Mathematics...................................................... 30 credits 
Social Studies................................................... 30 credits 
Science............................................................... 30 credits 
Physical Education I........................................... 5 credits 
Intro to Business Communications................. 5 credits 
Info Technology Applications........................... 5 credits 
Speech Intro......................................................... 5 credits 
Health.................................................................... 5 credits 
Careers ................................................................ 5 credits 
Personal Finance................................................ 5 credits 
Electives............................................................. 75 credits 
TOTAL.............................................................. 240 credits

of their class period, but rather to drop one class and add another.

Please review your student’s schedule with them during break to identify

*Each semester class is worth 5 credits, with the exception of a TA or study hall

that is signed by the student, parent and work placement at the beginning of the semester.

Below is a list of the Lakeview Graduation Requirements. If you have questions or concerns

student is taking a “work release” class period, they must complete the appropriate paperwork

Seniors- you must be enrolled in at least 20 credit hours (4 full credit class periods) during the

semester. National Honor Society students must be enrolled in at least 25 credit hours. If your

any adjustments or changes that may need to be made. Students will have the first 5 days of the

semester to change their schedule, if needed. Schedules will not be changed to adjust the timing

regarding your students schedule or graduation progress, please call the school and ask for Mrs.

Lakeview High School Graduation Requirements:



FAFSA:

Mrs. Rambour’s Website:

information.

EducationQuest services are free.

forms, presentations and financial aid information.

Seniors-- use this website for scholarship applications and

https://sites.google.com/lakeview.esu7.org/counselingcenter

Please use the following website for up to date information related to scholarships, test

parents and families to view these videos and reach out to them for assistance, if needed. All

together a series of videos with details on each step of the FAFSA process. I highly encourage

Do you have questions or need assistance on filling out the FAFSA? EducationQuest is a great
resource for Nebraska families. They have offices in Lincoln, Omaha and Kearney, but also do

information, upcoming dates and events, graduation requirements and courses offered at LHS,

phone or virtual appointments to assist families outside of those areas. EducationQuest has put

(402) 564-8518

prambour@lakeview.esu7.org

Mrs. Rambour

Lakeview High School Counselor

https://sites.google.com/lakeview.esu7.org/counselingcenter
mailto:prambour@lakeview.esu7.org


HAVE QUESTIONS
ABOUT THE 
FAFSA?

Visit the EducationQuest website for
videos and tutorials on how to
complete your FAFSA or use the contact
page to set up an appointment. 
www.educationquest.org
Contact Page

https://www.educationquest.org/resources/fafsa-tools/
https://www.educationquest.org/resources/fafsa-tools/
https://www.educationquest.org/about-us/contact-us/


Lakeview Resources

- Need to talk to someone? Does your family
have any basic needs that are not being
met? 
           Mrs. Mollie Rambour, Junior High &
Platte Center School Counselor 
           Mrs. Hellbusch, Shell Creek School
Counselor

   Mrs. Paige Rambour, High School
Counselor 

 

99 Coping Skills 

Mindfulness Practice Cards

101 Positive Things to Say to Myself

Your Life Your Voice Website

 

Your Life Your Voice- Boystown National
Hotline: 
       1-800-448-3000
   
         Text "Voice" to 20121

Crisis Response- use in case of an
emergency or mental health crisis:
       (402) 564-3264 

      

National Suicide and Crisis Hotline:      
        988

        800-273-8255 (TALK)
 

DHHS Child Abuse and Neglect: 
         800-652-1999

 
211 Helpline: 

        2-1-1 or 402-444-6666
          Text your zip code (68601) to

             898211    

Lakeview
C O U N S E L I N G  D E P A R T M E N T

Hotlines/ Helplines

Community Resources
Columbus Area Mental Health and
Counseling Services

Community Response: to assist children,
youth and families to be healthy and
resilient through a prevention network of
community resources. 
      

Community Response contact information: 

Email: rmiksch@columbusunitedway.com

Office: 402-564-5661

Locations:

    1119 B Street             3214 25th St, Ste 2

    Schuyler, NE            Columbus, NE

Columbus Area Service Directory

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Dnsm2TQRUTz3bVfZv6XDgFBETsk4vDwh/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Dnsm2TQRUTz3bVfZv6XDgFBETsk4vDwh/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-O24LJVb6mktgegH_1TinSNH2I-J1dBL/view?usp=sharing
https://www.yourlifeyourvoice.org/journalpages/101-positive-things-to-say-to-myself2.pdf
https://www.yourlifeyourvoice.org/pages/home.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S6AC1hKAbuKxRFMirUtr3TJqPaqlO6vh/view?usp=sharing
https://www.communityandfamilypartnership.org/
mailto:rmiksch@columbusunitedway.com
https://www.columbusunitedway.com/community-service-directory


LAKEVIEW AUTOMATED 
PHONE SYSTEM

The simplest way to stay connected!

Lakeview Community
Schools wants to

ensure everyone is
connected! 

 
To receive important

updates regarding
school closings,

schedule changes,
school events, lunch
account information,

and more text "YES" to
87569



For more information about these
opportunities, please visit our website at
www.lakeview.esu7.org

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

LAKEVIEW COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

EXPLORE YOUR FUTURE TODAY!

2nd Grade Teacher (Shell Creek) 

3rd Grade Teacher (Shell Creek)

After-School Program Coordinator 

Elementary Special Education Para
Educator (Shell Creek)

ESL Para Educator (7th - 12th)

Bilingual Para Educator (7th - 12th)

Activities Bus Driver

Night Time Custodian

       (Platte Center & Shell Creek)



Lunch M
enu



January 2023 - Activities Calender



Line 1               

Line 2               

Line 3               

Purchaser's Name  

Address  

Email  

Phone  

Enclose your check or money order along with this form in an envelope and mail it to:
Lakeview Education Foundation

3744 83rd Street
COLUMBUS, NE 68601

BUY A BRICK!
Support Lakeview Viking History...

Lakeview Education Foundation is offering a unique opportunity
for our fans to become a permanent part of Lakeview High

School's history. Be a part of the most distinctive feature of the
Lakeview Athletic Complex...the “VIKING WALK OF PRIDE”.  The

entrance to the newly renovated stadium will consist of
personalized bricks, forming a walkway for our fans.  The walkway,

to be named the “VIKING WALK OF PRIDE”, will capture the LHS
tradition of excellence. Order your brick today!

Bricks are a Standard 4"x8" Size and cost $100.
Print information exactly as you would like it to appear, noting there are a maximum of 14

characters per line (including spaces). If you wish to order more than one brick or would like your
bricks placed with a group of bricks, your orders MUST BE PLACED TOGETHER! All contributions are

tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. All profits from this sale will be used for the
construction and maintenance of a new track. 

All-State players there will be a spot reserved for you along the main entrance.
 

Send acknowledgment letter to the above address

This brick is a surprise, no need to send an acknowledgment letter


